
There is no fool-proof way to
protect yourself from Identity
Theft, as thieves are always
devising more creative ways 
to find our identifying
information.  However, 
there are ways you can
minimize the chances that
their next target will be you!
Here you will
find some
helpful tips,
taken from the
Federal Trade
Commission 
and AARP
websites:

Wallets and
Purses:
Carry only the ID
cards and credit cards

you need in your purse or wallet.
Only carry your Medicare Card
when going to the hospital or a
doctor’s appointment.

NEVER carry your Social
Security Card—keep it at home 
in a safe place. 

Mail:
Tear up all of your
discarded mail before
you put it in the trash.

If you can afford it, invest in a
paper-shredding machine.

Identity Theft: 
Tips for Minimizing Your Risk

If you have to mail something 
that contains your personal
information, mail it from a blue
post office box, or take it to your
local post office.

Always collect your mail
when it is delivered.  If

you will be away, like
on vacation, contact

your post office to hold
your mail.

In Your Home:
Keep your personal
documents in a safe and
secure place.  You let

many people into your home
every day:  friends, neighbors,
personal care aides, home repair
workers, etc.  You can never be
too careful!

Go over your credit card and
bank statements as soon as you
receive them.  Look for any false
charges.

The Art of Aging:
A Celebration of
Seniors Living Well

We would like to invite you to
help us celebrate the 25th
Anniversary of Ursuline Senior
Services at The Art of Aging, a
Celebration of Seniors Living
Well. This evening of entertain-
ment promises to be fun and
unique, with performances by
the Legends of Blues, including
the Muddy Waters Band and 
92-year-old David “Honeyboy”
Edwards, all of whom exemplify
the Art of Aging.  Local senior
artists, musicians and craftsman
will also be featured in the
beautiful Carnegie Museum
Music Hall and Foyer.  Proceeds
from this event will benefit the
expansion of services offered by
Ursuline Senior Services.

As we celebrate our 25th year
of service to this community,
we honor the seniors of
Western Pennsylvania who have
made history, who have given
us many treasures, and who 
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Family Services of Western
Pennsylvania and the Pittsburgh
Pro-Bono Partnership are pleased
to jointly
sponsor free
Legal Clinics
for Allegheny
County resi-
dents facing
predatory
lending prac-
tices.  The 
clinics will
take place on
the second
Tuesday of
each month
at Family Services’ East Liberty
office, located at 6401 Penn
Avenue, 2nd floor, Pittsburgh, PA
15206.  Those seeking information
about the clinic, or wishing to
make an appointment, should call
412-661-1670 extension 604.

The Anti-Predatory Lending
Clinic is designed to fight home
foreclosures and other results of
unethical lending practices.  The
clinic will offer free legal assis-
tance to those who cope with
predatory mortgage loans with
very high interest rates, excessive
fees, or a loan amount larger than
the value of the house, and other
issues.  The clinic will be staffed
by volunteer attorneys who are
employed by firms or corpora-
tions in the Pittsburgh area.
Services are completely free 
of charge.

Pennsylvania currently has one of
the highest foreclosure rates in the
country.  Since 2000, Allegheny
County foreclosures have almost
doubled.  This represents the
third-biggest increase in the state.
Unfortunately, most of the loans

being foreclosed upon could 
be described as predatory.
Predatory lenders frequently

target the elderly
and minorities 
(often through
door-to-door
sales or tele-
phone calls).

At the legal
clinic, volunteer
attorneys will

advise participants of their rights
and options in the face of tactics
employed by predatory lenders.
These tactics include:

• Excessive Fees
• Abusive Prepayment Penalties
• Kickbacks to Brokers
• Loan Flipping
• Unnecessary Products
• Mandatory Arbitration
• Steering & Targeting
• A Variety of Home

Improvement Scams

Anti-Predatory Lending Clinic Provides Free Legal Help
The Pittsburgh Pro Bono Part-
nership is a collaboration of legal
departments, law firms, and the
Allegheny County Bar Foun-
dation.  Its purpose is to increase
attorney and paralegal pro bono
legal services to the citizens of
southwest Pennsylvania.  The
Partnership especially encourages
new and more creative efforts to
provide legal services to persons 
of limited means and to those
organizations, including charities,
which work on their behalf.

Those seeking additional informa-
tion about the Anti-Predatory
Lending Legal Clinic should
contact Family Services of Western
Pennsylvania at 412-661-1670
extension 604.

Pennsylvania currently
has one of the highest
foreclosure rates in the
country. Unfortunately,
most of the loans being

foreclosed upon could be
described as predatory.
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